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Welcome to the MMGA, Inc. Newsletter 
 

Welcome! Thank you for taking the time to read our quarterly 

newsletter.  The Michigan Master Gardener Association is a non-

profit corporation with an all-volunteer board. We invite you to be-

come involved as a volunteer and a member. Membership is open 

to every Master Gardener volunteer in good standing, which in-

cludes recertified Master Gardeners and volunteers in training. The 

cost is just $5.00! It’s less than the cost of going to a movie or out to 

lunch, yet that $5.00 individual membership fee helps pay for the 

critical liability insurance coverage that none of us can afford to be 

without. Your commitment to our association will help keep this 

insurance affordable for everyone.  

 

Visit www.michiganmastergardener.org to join. 

http://www.michiganmastergardener.org


 
 

Master Gardener College 2016 
Grand Rapids, MI 
June 17-18, 2016 

 

Mark your calendars!  You don’t want to miss this year’s Master Gardener College! The two-day event will 

once again be held at the Prince Conference Center on East Beltline. There will be bus tours, workshops, a 

keynote speaker, social events, and more! Details and registration information are available at the MSUE 

Master Gardener College website. We hope to see you there! 

 

 

. 

 
 
 
 

 

Michigan Master Gardener Association, Inc.  

Annual Membership Meeting 2016 
 

The Michigan Master Gardener Association will be holding a short 

Annual Membership Meeting during MG College in Grand Rapids, 

Friday June 17th.  This meeting will be immediately after the 

dinner being held at the Prince Conference Center.  All MMGA 

members are welcome and encouraged to attend.   

Want to know about more events? Check out the MMGA events calendar here. 

Have an event you want to include on the calendar?  Click here to fill out a request form. 

http://mg.msue.msu.edu/master_gardener_college
http://mg.msue.msu.edu/master_gardener_college
http://www.michiganmastergardener.org/events/
http://www.michiganmastergardener.org/event-posting/


 Master Gardener College 2016  
NEW RECOGNITION PROGRAM: 

Search for Extraordinary Projects! 
 

Do you have an extraordinary Extension Master Gardener project that you work on? Would you like to share 
this with other Extension Master Gardeners across the State?  
 

For 2016 at Master Gardener College, we are accepting applications for unique Extension Master Gardener 
projects across Michigan, and will be awarding prizes for the top projects. 
 

These projects will be submitted in the form of a poster, and entered in a competition among posters of 
Extension Master Gardener projects across the State. The top 10 posters chosen will be displayed at the 2016 
Master Gardener College, and voting will take place to choose the top 3 projects and the Peer Preferred 
Project. 
 

All posters must show that significant learning took place, whether by the Extension Master Gardener or the 
general public with whom they were involved. This competition is designed to recognize outstanding group 
projects, in an effort to share ideas with EMGs across Michigan. 
 

Stay tuned for details about the application process and submission! 
 

Questions? Contact Abi Saeed at (810) 244-8531 or saeedabi@anr.msu.edu to learn how to apply by May 1, 
2016. 

Have you been wondering what the acronym “EMG” is 

all about? It stands for Extension Master Gardener and 

it’s our new name! Michigan has recently adopted this 

national standard for referring to Master Gardeners. It’s 

a small but important step in aligning our program with 

the national organization. 

WHAT’S AN EMG ANYWAY? 

file:///C:/Users/saeedabi/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/LM5AXNN7/saeedabi@anr.msu.edu


For years the mantra of many business people has 
been to “work smarter, not harder.” In recent years 
gardeners have taken up the cry of gardening 
smarter, or environmentally savvy gardening! 

Gardening smarter was the siren call for those who 
attended the March 5 annual Smart Gardening 
conference in Grand Rapids, held in conjunction with 
the annual Home and Garden Show.  

A stellar lineup of presenters included two keynote 
speakers: 

1. Ruth Rogers-Clausen of Easton, Maryland 
who talked about Smart Plants that Deer 
Don’t Eat. Rogers-Clausen is a 
horticulturist, author and lecturer. 

2. Jeff Epping of Olbrich Gardens in Madison, 
Wisconsin, where he is the Director of 
Horticulture. His talk was on Designing a 
Sustainable "Smart Garden 

The program was opened by MSU Extension’s Duke 
Elsner who did a State of the Monarch Address – 
Conservation for a Favorite Butterfly. Elsner talked 
about the life cycle of a Monarch, reproduction and 
mortality factors, the annual migration cycle, threats 
to Monarchs and conservation of the species.  

Key points included: 

 The natural larval mortality rates of the 
Monarch have been documented at over 
90%. 

 Just a 0.5% survival rate to adulthood 
(assuming half are female) would produce 
a stable Monarch population. 

 Monarchs are more at risk due to 
migration, the habitat destruction in over-
wintering sites and that their principle 
larval host plant is a significant weed in 
agricultural settings. 

Our own Mary Wilson addressed the assembly on 
Native Plants with Bling! Her presentation proved 
that native plants are not dull and boring and have a 
real place in the landscape. Highlights of her talk 
included ideas for the landscape for small shrubs (3’ 
or less), small to medium shrubs (3-10’), large shrubs 
and small tress (10-30’), medium trees (30-60’) and 
large trees (60’ and above.) 

For more ideas on native plants for your yard, click 
here. This site offers ideas for native plants in 
Southern Lower Michigan, Northern Lower Michigan 
and the Upper Peninsula. More information can also 
be found on michiganflora.net. 

MSU Extension’s Rebecca Finneran and Abi Saeed 
talked about Smart Plants for Pollinators! They 
addressed some of the concerns that many have 
about the bee population and listed a series of 
factors that are threats to bees including: 

 Parasitic mites 
 Stressful management (including moving 

bees between states) 
 Diseases 
 Habitat loss 

They talked in detail about things smart gardeners 
can do to make their gardens great places for bees 
and provided several Smart Gardening articles on 
making gardens a place that bees will want to visit. 

If you’re interested in native plants but weren’t able 
to attend the Smart Gardening conference there are 
lots of great resources online. Check out MSU’s 
native plants website. On that page you’ll also find 
links to articles on plant selection, pollinators, 
biological control, fen restoration, ecosystem services 
and resources. 

Smart Gardening 

To read this article online and see pictures from the event, click here. 

http://nativeplants.msu.edu/plant_facts/local_info
http://nativeplants.msu.edu/plant_facts/local_info
http://michiganflora.net/
http://nativeplants.msu.edu/getting_started
http://www.michiganmastergardener.org/news/newsletters/spring2016/smartgardening


Mary Wilson Attends Major Collaborative Effort Organized by the USDA 

Michigan State University Extension Master Gardener Coordinator Mary Wilson 
had the opportunity to represent Michigan and Michigan horticulture at a recent 
meetings of gardening and horticulture organizations and influencers from 
around the United States. 
 
The meeting, organized by the United States Department of Agriculture, brought 
together about 50 people representing garden media, the American Horticulture 
Society and the society’s Horticulture Research Institute, turfgrass professionals, 
the American Society for Horticultural Science, Farm Bureau, the American Rose 
Society and the National Gardening Association, National Garden Writers, Ball 
Horticultural and representatives of extension programs. 
 
 “We started with a question - ‘Can we agree on common goals to further 
research, education and outreach?’, which was aided by us meeting together and 
focusing on the power of the collective over individual efforts, Mary says. 
 
“Improving the lives of others through horticulture was our main focus whether we were talking about local, 
state or national activities,” Mary adds.  “It was amazing to see how it all comes together in all different kinds 
of gardening.” 
 
Included in the meeting were representatives of agricultural states like Michigan but also there were urban 
representatives who talked about gardening in the city, especially when you have no car and may have to 
carry potting soil, containers and plants up to a rooftop garden. 
Meeting speakers came from across the spectrum and included Mary Wagner, a Starbucks executive who 
started her career in extension. 
 
“Our focus was getting people across many horticultural and health disciplines involved.  We not only needed 
growers input but we also needed the input of the health care community which sees the impact of poor 
quality food and limited access to healthy food choices. 
 
The meeting took place at the National Arboretum, which is a research and education facility for the USDA.  
 
One of the fascinating studies there was a grass exhibit which is focused on research into low-impact turf that 
helps avoid the pollution that comes with turf that requires heavy fertilization. 
While there Mary also saw the national bonsai collection, which includes plants that are centuries old.  She 
also stayed a couple of extra days which allowed her a trip to the United States Botanic Garden, which is one 
of the nation’s oldest gardens. 
 
The group reconvenes in Denver the end of June to continue working on the project. 

The Mission: 

Focused on growing a 

healthy world through 

the art and science of 

plants, gardens and 

landscapes. 

The Vision: 

Increase the percentage 

of people involved in 

some type of gardening 

from 70% in 2014 to 

90% in 2025. 



Spotlight: 

Capital Area Master Gardeners 

2016 Winter Symposium:  It’s All About…Healthy Gardening 

On January 30, 2016 approximately 90 gardeners attended the 2016 winter symposium, 
It’s All About…Healthy Gardening.  We expanded on the usual gardening topics to include 
presentations on the mental and physical aspects of gardening. 

Cathy Flinton, Horticultural Therapist with Hope Network gave a presentation on how gardening and working 
with plants has many therapeutic benefits, improving your mind, body and spirit. 

Jon Dahl, Soil Testing Specialist at MSU provided a detailed explanation of the importance of organic matter, 
compost and how soil testing fits in. 

Elly Maxwell, Entomologist with Dow Gardens gave a lively presentation on the role of insects in a healthy 
garden, what these insects are doing, and the interesting world of phenology. 

Mary Thiel, Clinic Manager and Physical Therapist at MSU Rehabilitation, with her assistant Gayle, kept 
everyone on their feet.  They provided tips for injury prevention and instruction in proper warm-up and cool 
down stretches to keep us in the garden. 

Have an idea for our “Spotlight” section? Fill out our form online! 

Master Gardeners Gather for  

Community Educational Volunteer Efforts Recognition 

A group of 48 Michigan Master Gardeners from the Upper Peninsula received recognition for completing 
over 12,691 hours of volunteer service in gardening education! This group included 21 newly certified Master 
Gardeners from the class of 2014. Click here to read the original article about this group’s impressive 
commitment to volunteering. 

Several of the 
Michigan Master 
Gardeners that 
received 
recognition for 
their volunteer 
efforts in the 
Upper Peninsula. 
Photo credit: Liz 
Slajus, MSU 
Extension  

http://www.michiganmastergardener.org/spotlight-form
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/master_gardeners_gather_for_community_educational_volunteer_efforts


MMGA Communications Committee Member Mel Kennedy braved a snowy morning to drive from Davison to 

Novi for the 2016 Plants of Distinction meeting on February 4.   Here’s what he learned.   

Like most Master Gardeners Mel is a “Plant Geek” who was excited about enriching his knowledge of widely 

sought-after plant material while remembering the basic of “right plant, right place.” Plants of Distinction 

was that right place. 

Speakers included 250 attendees were present and the ballroom was setup with two screens and sound and 

lighting was wonderful!! 

Dan Bernarcik, horticulturist and garden designer at Chanticleer who talked about  “Inspiration and 

Creativity, Taking Cues from Nature”.  Fortunately for attendees Dan brought lots of visuals to share as he 

talked about his experience at Chanticeer and other public gardens.  

Next on the speaker’s lineup was Mark Dwyer of Rotary Botanical Gardens who discussed “Sensational 

Shrubbery”.  His talk was filled with information about the specific cultural and maintenance needs of these 

plants as well as ways to use them in the landscape.  Mark’s second talk for the day was “Exciting New 

Annuals for the Container and Border”.  He took his listeners through an exploration of some of the most 

stunning plant introductions and combos for all garden situations – Mel reports will definitely influence his 

my plant purchasing decisions! 

Ending the day was speaker Barb Balgonen of Walter’s Gardens who focused on “Emerging Perennials for the 

Michigan Landscape” Her presentation focused on selecting plants that are both beautiful and reliable. 

The conference drew over 250 people to the Novi Crowne Plaza.  Mel’s advice to those who want to attend… 

“Next year, as soon as you can register – just do it!! Because it will fill up fast!!”  

2016 Plants of Distinction, Novi, MI 

From left: Rebecca Finneran, Horticulture Educator West Michigan Horticulture and Master 

Gardener Program Administrator; Dan Bernarcik, Chanticleer, Wayne, PA; Barb Balgonen, 

Walter’s Gardens, Zeeland,MI; Mark Dwyer, Rotary Botanical Gardens, Janesville, WI; Mary 

Wilson, Horticulture Educator State Coordinator, MSU Extension Master Gardener Program  



Lead Concerns for Home Gardeners: 
Mitigating Risk 

 

With all the talk of lead in the water these days, how do you stay safe in the garden? According to Abi Saeed 

of Michigan State University Extension, there are a number of things gardeners can do to minimize the risk of 

lead exposure. Suggestions include: 
 

 Getting your soil tested 

 Increasing soil pH 

 Adding organic matter to the soil 
 

To learn about these suggestions and more, check out the full 

article by clicking here. 
 

Want to know more about lead exposure in general? MSUE has 

put together a website full of educational resources on lead. Click 

here to see these great resources as well as some additional 

articles about lead and gardening! 

Spartan Pure Maple Syrup 

 

Michigan ranks fifth in the production of maple syrup.   It’s an ancient practice that has been dated back to 

the Native Americans who made maple syrup here centuries ago. 

March is generally maple syrup time in Michigan, when traditional syrup makers pound taps into the trees 

and collect sap – 40 gallons for each gallon of syrup – to boil into maple syrup.  Other production facilities use 

the latest in refining technology.  Either way, the results are delicious. 

Did you know that MSU makes Spartan Pure Maple Syrup?  You can buy it at the MSU Surplus Store and help 
support the MSU AgBioResearch and the Forestry Department’s exploration of alternative and sustainable 
forest management options! 
 

To learn more about how MSU taps into research for this delicious treat, click here. 

Touch Healthy Soil from NCRS Soil Health  

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/lead_concerns_for_home_gardeners_mitigating_risk
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/program/info/lead
http://msusurplusstore.com/catalog/msu-collectibles/spartan-pure-maple-syrup/
http://www.canr.msu.edu/news/spartan_pure_maple_syrup_from_msu


The MMGA Family 

MMGA is pleased to announce our family is growing.  We would like to welcome:  
 

Linda Andriacchi, from Ishpeming Michigan.  She will be serving on the board and the communication com-

mittee.  Linda has been a Master Gardener since 1999 and is currently involved in teaching a Gardening 101 

class at community schools and is the chairperson of the Ishpeming Beautification Committee.   
 

Kathy Fiebig from Portage Michigan.  Kathy will be joining the communication committee.  She has skills in 

the area of websites and Facebook.  She is a Landscape Specialist, and works in designing, planting and main-

taining numerous flowerbeds on a 100 acre property.   
 

Jill Ongley from Kalamazoo Michigan.  She is serving on the KCMGA board, editor of the KCMGA newsletter, 

and serves on serval committees for KCMGA.   Jill joined the MMGA Communication Committee in Nov. 2015. 
 

Chris Peterson from Newaygo Michigan. Chris  is joining the Communication Committee.  Chris is the Promo-

tion Coordinator for Montcalm Area Master Gardener Association and has over 30 years experience in the 

print advertising industry.  

 

Ogemaw Area also joined MMGA in 2016, welcome aboard! 

 

The work of the Michigan Master Gardener Association is provided by an all-volunteer board and volunteer 

committees that help guide the organization's communications, membership development and finances.   
 

To learn more about the organization and opportunities for you to volunteer please contact one of the board 

members or email us at info@mmgainc.org. 



MMGA Executives 2015-2016 

Sue Aagaard, President 

Cathy Myers, Vice President 

Ruth Steele-Walker, Secretary 

Colleen Petersen, Treasurer 

 

MMGA Board of Directors 

 Linda Andriacchi, Director 

Belinda Laughlin, Director 

Ike Pangle, Director 

Jan Rise, Director 

Diana Zeimen, Director 

 

MSUE Advisor 

Mary Wilson      

    

Facebook page: Michigan Master Gardener Association, Inc. 

Email: michiganmastergardenerassn@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.michiganmastergardener.org 
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Affiliate Chapters 

Alcona Master Gardener Association 

Alpine Master Gardener Association 

Capital Area Master Gardeners 

Delta County Master Gardener Association 

Gladwin County Master Gardeners 

Master Gardener Association of Genesee County 

Jackson County Master Gardener Association 

Kalamazoo County Master Gardening Association 

Livingston County Master Gardener Association 

Macomb County Master Gardener Association 

Monroe County Master Gardener Association 

Montcalm Area Master Gardener Association 

Northern Gateway Master Gardener Association 

Northern Michigan Master Gardener Association 

Master Gardeners of St. Clair County 

Sanilac County Chapter of the MMGA 

Michigan Master Gardeners of St. Joseph County 

Sunrise Side Master Gardener Association 

https://www.facebook.com/MichiganMG
mailto:michiganmastergardenerassn@gmail.com
http://www.michiganmastergardener.org
http://www.otsego.org/amg/
https://mgacac.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/GladwinCountyMGA/
http://gc-mga.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Jackson-County-Master-Gardener-Association/249456198562904
https://www.facebook.com/KazooMasterGardeners
https://www.facebook.com/MacombCountyMGA
http://monroecountymga.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Montcalm-Area-Master-Gardeners-Association/408932952519962
http://www.mgoscc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Michigan-Master-Gardeners-of-St-Joseph-County/463110070471527
http://www.ssmga.com/

